
 

Prologue 
Planning for a Canal Boat Trip in France 

Search for “French Canal Boat Rental” and you will find all sorts of information. We 

chose Locaboat for our previous trip in France based on a recommendation from a 

fellow boater in Bellingham. Later we would learn that one of our friends represents 

the company in the U.S. Based on a favorable experience two years prior, we chose 

Locaboat for this trip as well because they offer the location, boats, timing, and 

prices we wanted.  

Once we had an idea of what was available, we had to choose a starting (and 

ending) point and a route. Waterway guides are very useful. We have used the 

Guide Fluvial, published by Éditions du Breil, on two different trips and find them 

top-notch. We ordered the one that covers the area of interest for this trip: 

 Waterways Guide n° 07 - Canal du Midi 

You will want to do more than just ply the canals, and a guidebook to the country is 

helpful. We do not follow all his advice, but we still recommend a book such as Rick 

Steves’ France Guidebook. Even if you never get to France, the books are amusing 

reading. 

Once you have selected company, region/canal, and must-see sights, you can 

determine a specific starting place and duration. Use these two numbers when 

planning: 

 Under ideal conditions, the boat will go a maximum of 9 kilometers per hour 

(the speed limit is 8 kph or less in some spots) – but to be safe figure that it 

will take an hour to go six km. 

 Under ideal conditions, you can traverse a lock in about 15 minutes – but to 

be safe figure it will take an hour to traverse three locks. In France, most 

locks are staffed by lockkeepers (éclusiers), who have defined hours to be on 

duty and a designated lunch period. (The Waterways Guide gives specific 

http://www.locaboat.com/en/?lang=2&logolang=en
http://www.carte-fluviale.com/en/waterways-guides/waterways-guides-sorted-by-numbers/produits/9-guide-n-07-canal-du-midi
http://travelstore.ricksteves.com/catalog/index.cfm?fuseaction=product&theParentId=158&id=47
http://travelstore.ricksteves.com/catalog/index.cfm?fuseaction=product&theParentId=158&id=47
http://serendipitytravels.info/


times. Also, some locks are multi-chambered, and will take slightly longer 

than a single-chamber lock. 

The specific route we chose had 55 locks and slightly over 260 km – so 18 hours for 

locks plus 44 hours for travel ≈ 62 hours of cruising. A week’s charter is 6½ days, 

two weeks is 13½ days. Using the latter, we had to cruise about 4½ hours each day 

on the average, which gave us the flexibility to spend a few afternoons sightseeing 

or on the internet at a friendly pub. In our planning, we failed to anticipate the days 

we would be unable to proceed due to weather – better to plan on a day’s stoppage, 

or an optional side trip, just in case. Some would stop their planning here, and just 

cruise and see what happens. That was our approach on our first canal boat trip ten 

years ago. This time, however, 

we went a bit further.  

Using the Waterways Guide  

and Google Earth, we were 

able to come up with a detailed 

itinerary – which we followed 

fairly closely. The picture at 

left is one of the pages from 

the Guide, reduced about 50%. 

On the right are full-size detail of map and text. 



The top picture on this page is from Google Earth, showing two of the locks in the 

area. We plotted the whole trip on Google Maps (bottom picture shows a portion of 

the trip); you can see the whole trip here. 

 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=zTLf4vQy96oY.ktnbvSlG6j2A

